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Abstract of JP20031 72885 

<P>PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide a 
comb drive variable optical attenuator which can 
secure linearity upon transferring data. 
<P>SOLUTION: The variable optical attenuator 
comprises a transfer fiber for transmitting light, a 
reception fiber which is positioned coaxially with 
the transfer fiber and receives light, a variable 
shutter which is positioned between the transfer 
fiber and reception fiber and vertically displaced 
to cut off or transmit the light, and then to control 
an amount of attenuation, and cuts off the light to 
have a maximum amount of the attenuation at an 
initial position, a comb actuator which drives the 
variable shutter, and a spring which generates a 
restoring force to return the variable shutter to the 
initial position, and the restoring force is not 
applied in the initial position having the maximum 
amount of the attenuation when a drive voltage of 
the comb actuator is not applied, and the 
restoration force is applied when the variable 
shutter is driven. <P>COPYRIGHT: (C)2003,JPO 
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